
AG INSTITUTE OF  
  AUSTRALIA SA 
 
 
 

OCTOBER EVENT  
 

Development of young professionals in the Ag 
industry is imperative to our success  

 
Dr Kathy Ophel Keller (ex SARDI) has mentored 

dozens of young professionals through various 
roles in industry – listen to her experiences 

 
AIA Compendium Project Officer & Student Award 

Recipient Emily Chambers will present her 
acceptance speech 

 

AIA Compendium Communications & Social Intern 
Grace Moloney will provide a short video 

describing her experiences 

“Developing young professionals in Ag & NRM” 
 

COST (including supper) 
$15 STUDENTS 

$35 AIA MEMBERS 
$50 NON MEMBERS 

 
 

WHEN 
6-9:30pm 

10th October 2023  
 

RSVP 3rd October 
 

WHERE 
The Victorian Room, The Ed 

7 High Street, MITCHAM 
 
 

This AIA-SA event is proudly sponsored by: 
Government of South Australia, Department of Primary Industries & Regions (PIRSA) 

REGISTER HERE; 
 

https://www.aginstitute.com.au/eventdet
ails/20071/aia-sa-division-october-meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our key note presentation will be 
from Dr Kathy Ophel Keller, 
immediate past Executive Director 
South Australian Research and 
Development Institute (SARDI). 
Kathy has mentored dozens of 
young professionals through 
various roles in industry. 

Dr Ophel Keller was one of the 74 
people awarded a Public Service 
Medal (PSM) for the 2023 King’s 
Birthday Honours, being for 
“outstanding public service to the 
agricultural industry through 
research and innovative 
leadership”. Kathy retired from her 
role as executive director at the 
South Australian Research and 
Development Institute (SARDI) in 
October last year after an over 25-
year career. 

With a background in soil 
microbiology, her most significant 
science achievement was the 
development of rapid DNA-based 
testing for soil-borne pathogens. 

Ophel Keller also established an 
internship to encourage 
agricultural science graduates to 
develop their careers in applied 
research. 

 

AIA helping to build capability & influence of Australian agricultural professionals 

Event Sponsor: 

visit www.pir.sa.gov.au/ 


