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Grain Producers SA – Sustainability Taskforce

Why? Market access
Emerging tariffs 

(Carbon Border 
Adjustment 

Mechanisms EU & US)

Social 
demands 

Research 
investment

Carbon 
farming

Drought 
funding

Climate

Efficient policy 
(from a local and global 

carbon footprint 
perspective)

Measurement
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Grain Producers SA – Sustainability Taskforce

Efficient policy – how to promote emissions abatement policy and 
strategies that are efficient and make real change

Source: GRDC 2016 Soil Carbon and Greenhouse Gas Emissions Fact 

Sheet
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Grain Producers SA – Sustainability Taskforce

Measurement – current challenges in existing tools
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Grain Producers SA – Sustainability Taskforce

Composition

GPSA: Adrian 
McCabe, Dion 
Woolford, Nick 

Hillier, Professor 
Wendy Umberger

and Dr Steve 
Jefferies

GGL - Fiona 
McCredie

GRDC - Justin 
Crosby 

Role

Not to replicate 
work of other 

bodies
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Grain Producers SA – Sustainability Taskforce

How? Initial steps
Environmental scan

What can be unique to SA grain growers - Our soils, PH levels, climate, markets, certifications

Ensure sustainability and resilience strategies are adaptable and flexible depending on regional 
conditions (ie not one size fits all eg. Summer cover cropping not an option in SA)

Educate our membership

Dispelling myths or wrong information.

Be a conduit for good information out to growers from other bodies

Ensure we have strong links with R&D bodies, our national advocacy groups and other groups 
working in the sustainability space (Farmers for Climate Change, regenerative ag)



FG McCabe & Sons

Resilient Farming Project
Improving environmental and financial sustainability in a changing climate
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FG McCabe & Sons - Resilient Farming Project

Why?

Herbicide resistance 
to Group A & B 

chemical groups and 
glyphosate

Reduce carbon 
footprint

Gradual reduction in 
soil pH

Market access 
opportunities 

(reducing carbon 
footprint)

Rooting depth 

Evidence of higher 
variability in our 
weather systems
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FG McCabe & Sons - Resilient Farming Project

Climate considerations

Source:  Department for Environment and Water. 2020. Guide to climate projections for risk 

assessment and planning in South Australia
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FG McCabe & Sons - Resilient Farming Project

How?

Med-high winter rainfall fallow, currently 10% of property

APSIM modelling (yields, carbon)

Employed a PhD student

Soil testing

Natural fertilisers

Cover crop comparison

Moisture probes
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FG McCabe & Sons - Resilient Farming Project
Moisture probe – Alma 2016 to 2021 – fallow in 2020


