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As the forum has evolved, Forum2021 is undoubtedly the most 
ambitious program Ag Excellence has delivered in its 15-years. 
The day will feature scientific, industry and producer presentations 
that provide a positive and practical outlook at the farm level to 
address the challenges of achieving carbon targets.

At an operations level, Ag Ex continues to provide leadership, 
encourage collaboration and independence within the grower 
group network to drive profitable farming businesses across  
South Australia through effective development, extension and 
adoption. The collective power of groups is a strong force in 
influencing and driving positive change in the agricultural sector. 

Projects delivered by Ag Ex include:

•	 National	Grower	Group	Capacity	Building	and	Extension project
in collaboration with the
Grower	Group	Alliance	(WA),	Birchip	Cropping	Group,	Central	West	Farming	Systems,
Southern Farming Systems, FarmLink, the University of Melbourne and Land Australian Limited,
funded	by	the	National	Landcare	Program

• Strengthening	SA	Grower	Groups	to	Deliver	RD&E with a research study commissioned by Ag
Ex	in	collaboration	with	Ag	Bureau	SA	and	supported	by	PIRSA.	This	ongoing	project	has
identified a number of recommendations to better support groups to enhance their operations
and effectiveness

• Future	Drought	Fund	–	Drought	Resilience	Innovation	and	Adoption	Hub.	The	SA	Drought	Hub
is a collaborative initiative led by The University of Adelaide as part of the Australian
Government’s	Drought	Resilience	Research	and	Adoption	Program.	Ag	Ex	plays	a	major	role	in
hosting	the	key	position	of	Knowledge	Broker	in	the	SA	Hub.

Thank you to the Ag Ex team, headed up by Kerry Stockman, Administration Manager and Emma 
McInerny,	Northern	and	Yorke	Regional	Agricultural	Landcare	Facilitator.	Ably	supported	by	Vice	
Chair	Natalie	Sommerville	and	Ag	Ex	Committee	members	–	Brett	Bartel,	Meg	Bell,	David	Evans,	
Tony	Randall	and	Trent	Potter,	who	is	retiring	after	nearly	a	decade	of	valuable	contribution,	five	of	
those	years	as	Chair.	

The virtual forum will provide the next best platform to face to face with opportunities to interact 
and further enhance your knowledge of one of the most critical challenges facing the agricultural 
industry. See you online!

WELCOME

A virtual welcome to Forum2021! A big thank you to all 
for your continued support and adaption in joining us 
online for this important annual event. 

Mark Stanley
Executive Officer – Strategy, 
Relationships and Planning

Leighton Wilksch 
Chair 

“The line-up of highly 
respected speakers will 
address climate impact and 
mitigation strategy in the 
agricultural landscape,  
for the long-term protection 
of our natural resource.  
This important event will  
value add to the current 
industry wide conversation 
and motivation towards a 
carbon neutral future” 

Leet Wilksch, Ag Ex Chair
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8:50am - 9:00am WELCOME
BELINDA CAY, DIRECTOR
Ag Communicators

9:00am - 10:45am PLENARY SESSION: Opening Keynotes
PROF MARK HOWDEN, DIRECTOR
ANU Institute for Climate, Energy & Disaster Solutions
‘The Climate of Agriculture’

FIONA SIMSON, PRESIDENT
National Farmers Federation & Farmer, Liverpool Plains NSW
‘Industry Carbon-Neutral Targets’

PROF RICHARD ECKARD
Professor University of Melbourne & Director, Primary Industries & Climate Challenges Centre
‘Carbon Methods, Trading, Markets & Tools’

Break

11:05am - 11:50am PLENARY SESSION: Continued
DR MARK FARRELL, PRINCIPAL RESEARCH SCIENTIST
CSIRO
‘Policy and Practicalities of Soil Carbon’

DR AMANDA SCHAPEL, SENIOR SOILS CONSULTANT
Primary Industries & Regions
‘South Australian Soil Carbon Benchmarking’

11:50m - 12:40pm PANEL SESSION: Grower Perspectives
SIMON WALLWORK, CHAIR
AgZero2030 & Farmer Corrigin WA

CINDY STEVENS, BOARD MEMBER
AgZero2030 & Farmer Corrigin WA
‘Carbon Neutrality in a Cropping System’

TOM GRANT, GENERAL MANAGER
Pannell Wines
‘Utilising a Pest to Improve Soil Quality’

12:40pm - 1:00pm AWARDS
PIRSA Grower Group Award 2021

DANIEL CASEMENT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Rural Solutions SA

Ag Excellence Perpetual Award 2021

LEET WILKSCH, CHAIR
Ag Excellence Alliance

Break

1:20pm - 2:40pm BREAKOUT SESSION: The Journey to becoming Carbon Neutral
VITICULTURE
Facilitated By: NICKI ROBINS

Viticultural Development Manager
Barossa Grape & Wine Association

DR SHARON HARVEY, R&D PROGRAM MANAGER – Wine Australia  
Sharon is an R&D Program Manager at Wine Australia, which is the national statutory body for the grape and wine 
sector. She has a PhD in plant molecular genetics from The University of Adelaide and worked for  
12 years on laboratory-based research projects funded by the Cotton Research and Development Corporation.  
At Wine Australia she looks after R&D projects in the areas of climate adaptation, climate mitigation, biosecurity  
and pests and diseases. Sharon is currently working closely with others in the sector and across agriculture to 
develop a roadmap towards carbon neutrality for Australian wine.

Nicki grew up on a small mixed cropping farm in Hawke’s Bay, New Zealand. She has over 30 years’ experience in journalism, 
corporate communications, winemaking, viticulture and grower liaison. As the Viticultural Development Manager for Barossa 
Grape & Wine Association (BGWA), representing 500 Barossa growers, for nine years she has coordinated, facilitated, and 
delivered grower best practice workshops and other activities on a range of topics supported by regional, state, and national 
government funding. Nicki’s work with Barossa’s wine grape growers largely focusses on climate change mitigation, with a 
strong emphasis on soil health and efficient water management. In 2019 BGWA’s ongoing “Creating Resilient Landscapes in 
Barossa” project won the Australian Government Landcare Farming Award at the SA Landcare Awards.

OLI MADGETT, DIRECTOR – Platfarm
Oli Madgett has a family vineyard in the McLaren Vale and is the co-founder of AgTech start-up Platfarm.  
Additionally, Oli runs Adelaide AgTech meet-ups and is a member of the South Australian AgTech advisory board.  
He is also an AgTech mentor and has used his vineyard for tech trials, including with the University of Adelaide  
and CSIRO.

ED SCOTT, SOIL SCIENTIST & DIRECTOR – Soil & Land Company
Ed is a soil advisor supporting land holders to understand their soils and improve their management within their 
production system. Soil carbon has been a major focus for viticulturists looking to manage and monitor their soil health. 
Often the focus on soil carbon sequestration is overemphasised and the missing link is managing the carbon cycle 
towards sequestration. Ed has supported growers to work through the soil carbon baselining process both as official 
Emissions Reduction Fund projects and unofficial projects.

Presented By:
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1:20pm - 2:40pm BREAKOUT SESSION: The Journey to becoming Carbon Neutral
BROADACRE CROPPING
Facilitated By: BELINDA CAY 

DIRECTOR
Ag Communicators

1:20pm - 2:40pm BREAKOUT SESSION: The Journey to becoming Carbon Neutral
LIVESTOCK
Facilitated By: PENNY SCHULZ, FARMER AND COUNCIL MEMBER

Premier’s Climate Change Council

2:40pm - 3:00pm PLENARY SESSION: Closing Remarks
PENNY SCHULZ, FARMER AND COUNCIL MEMBER
Premier’s Climate Change Council
‘A Leading Farmer’s Perspective’

Presented By:Presented By:

Belinda is a science communicator, educator, facilitator and MC. She holds a Bachelor of Science (Honours) and a Grad 
Dip in Scientific Communication. Belinda is a co-founder and director of AgCommunicators, a consultancy dedicated to 
helping rural and regional Australia achieve their goals and reach their potential. Her previous industry positions include 
the FarmBis/Youth Development Leader with Primary Industries and Regions SA, the  Communications and Education 
Manager for the Australian Centre for Plant Functional Genomics, and Communication Officer with the Primary Industries 
Centre for Science Education. Belinda was also a science consultant for Beyond Television Productions, where she helped 
develop the children’s science program Backyard Science.  She is a Board member with the RA&HS and a Councillor of its 
Grains and Fodder Committee as well as Vice Chair of the RA&HS.

Penny co-manages the family cattle and sheep operation at Field in South Australia’s Coorong region. She also works off-farm 
delivering projects to the livestock industry and teaching at university, with expertise in the fields of agtech adoption, livestock 
genetics, farm business management and farmer networks. She has almost completed her PhD at the University of New England 
investigating the adoption of app technology by farmers. Penny has always been active in the livestock industry past her own 
farmgate and holds numerous industry and advisory leadership roles. She is the current Chair of the Limestone Coast Landscape 
Board, a member of the Premier’s Climate Change Council and a member of the Minister for Primary Industries & Regions Agtech 
Advisory Group. Penny is also Chair of the SA Cattle Industry Fund Board and past Vice President of Livestock SA.

LIAM MOLTONI, MALT BARLEY MERCHANT – Boortmalt Group
Liam grew up in the lower south west of WA on a potato and cattle farm, where he developed a connection and appreciation  
for the land before moving away to boarding school and then University. Economics and Finance majors gave Liam a leg up 
into the corporate agriculture industry, and so his career started in trading grain for the CBH group in Perth. More recently an 
opportunity in the malting barley world brought Liam across to Melbourne, where he is part of a team managing the barley 
portfolio for Australia’s largest maltster Boortmalt, who recently acquired the Joe White Maltings business. Alongside this 
trading role, Liam has taken up the “sustainability in agriculture” responsibilities, a key pillar of Boortmalts vision for success.

DOUG McNICHOLL, MANAGER – Sustainable Innovation, Meat & Livestock Australia
Doug is a Sustainability Innovation Manager at Meat and Livestock Australia, experienced in livestock production, research  
and development, energy infrastructure project development, and business administration. Currently Doug is overseeing 
investment into innovation processes where sustainability considerations (environmental, social, economic) are integrated into 
the Australian red meat value chain from idea generation through to commercialisation. This applies to new technology, products 
and services, as well as new business models. Doug also has ties to the land as a partner in McNicholl Livestock & Veterinary 
Services, a beef production business in Queensland.

ADRIAN MCCABE, CHAIR – Grain Producers SA
Adrian is a 5th generation farmer at Hamley Bridge in a multi-generational cropping enterprise that has expanded into 
Grenfell NSW. He served on the Durum Growers Association committee before joining the board of Grain Producers SA in 
2016. Adrian is the current Chair as well as being on the audit risk and finance committee. As Chair of GPSA, he also sits 
on the boards of PPSA, GPA Policy Council and the Dryness Action advisory group.

PROF MATTHEW HARRISON, DIRECTOR – Carbon Storage Partnership UTAS
Matt is an Associate Professor based at the Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture and has more than 20-years-experience in co-
designing sustainable solutions with farmers and the agricultural sector more broadly. He has been internationally recognised for 
his work on climate change adaptation and mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions from the IPCC and the Australian Academy of 
Science. Matt’s team has made the digital revolution central to their way of working through the development of decision-support 
tools and disruptive technologies; these innovations have reduced the labour cost and improved the timeliness of agricultural 
management, improved soil carbon and aided whole farm planning. Matt leads MLA’s Carbon Storage Partnership, a multi-party 
transdisciplinary research, development and extension programme designed to develop socially-acceptable interventions for 
improving environmental stewardship, mitigating livestock emissions, sequestering soil carbon and improving natural capital on farm.

DR ELLEN LITCHFIELD, FARMER – Farmers for Climate Action
Ellen is a pastoralist, Nuffield Scholar and veterinarian. She runs Wilpoorinna Station, a cattle and sheep station, with her 
family and has recently started working for Farmers for Climate Action as the South Australian Coordinator.   
Ellen has a Masters in sustainable agriculture that focused on the effects of climate change on livestock production in the 
rangelands and this was also the focus of her Nuffield Scholarship studies. She is supported by both grassroots and  
academic knowledge. 

SAM DUNCAN, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER – FarmLab
Sam founded FarmLab in 2016, a simple app for agronomists and consultants to help collect and submit soil samples to a 
soil testing lab for analysis. FarmLab has since developed to manage and share agronomic insights and data with a focus on 
helping farmers understand and enter soil carbon offset projects under the Australian Clean Energy Regulator. The first step 
in this was the development of a Soil Carbon Offset Report (SCOR), pulling together a range of technologies from partners 
at CSIRO and CIBO Labs to help farmers assess and understand soil carbon across the landscape – and make an informed 
decision about whether or not they would benefit from entering a soil carbon project.

DR STEPHEN WEIDERMANN, MANAGING DIRECTOR – Integrity Ag
Stephen heads up Integrity Ag and Environment, a specialist provider of expert services in agriculture and the environment. 
Integrity Ag is well versed in the carbon market having worked on all the major livestock Emission Reduction Fund (ERF) 
methods developed in Australia.
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PRESIDENT
National Farmers 

Federation & Farmer, 
Liverpool Plains NSW

Fiona was elected in 
2016 as the first female 
President of National 
Farmers Federation in 
its 40-year history, and 
is now leading industry 
through an exciting period 
of change. A farmer 
herself from the Liverpool 
Plains in NSW, she hopes 
to create opportunities 
for more women and 
young people to become 
involved in industry, and 
was instrumental in the 
launch of the NFF’s first 
Diversity in Ag Leadership 
Programme in 2018 as 
well as spearheading 
the NFF’s 2030 $100bn 
Vision. Fiona is a 
skilled and experienced 
Board Director, with 
particular experience 
in policy development, 
communication and 
governance. As well as 
a number of government 
advisory committees, she 
also Chairs the recently 
established Future 
Food Systems CRC, is 
a Commissioner and 
Chair of the Australian 
Centre for International 
Agricultural Research, 
sits as a Director on the 
Boards of Australian 
Made Australian Grown, 
and NRMA (NSW), and is 
Patron of National Rural 
Press Club and Gunnedah 
Gatepost Community 
Support Centre.

SIMON WALLWORK, CHAIR
CINDY STEVENS, BOARD MEMBER
AgZero2030 & Farmers Corrigin WA

Cindy and Simon operate Cindy’s family farm at Corrigin, 
on the border of the Central Wheatbelt and Great 
Southern. Since succession, they have expanded the 
family operation to 3700 hectares, growing barley, wheat, 
canola and lupins as well as running sheep and cattle on 
280mm annual rainfall. Cindy and Simon are adapting 
their farming system to a drying climate in the South 
West WA, with a 20% reduction in growing season rainfall 
in the last 20-years and an increased risk of severe frost 
events and heat stress. They have a no tillage farming 
system and are currently focusing on soil amelioration to 
manage non-wetting, sandy soils. 

Cindy and Simon, along with other farmers and industry 
participants are concerned about how Agriculture is 
positioned in relation to responding to climate change 
and the associated risks and opportunities. In 2019, 
collectively they established AgZero2030 with the core 
goal of encouraging a positive response by the WA 
agriculture industry to climate change.

DR MARK FARRELL 
PRINCIPAL RESEARCH 

SCIENTIST 
CSIRO

Mark is a Principal 
Research Scientist at 
CSIRO, where he leads 
the Biogeochemistry 
Team. Mark’s primary 
research areas are soil 
organic matter and 
nitrogen dynamics, and 
the microbial and plant 
interactions that drive 
these. Mark conducts 
his research across 
systems, both natural 
and managed, but with a 
main focus being dryland 
grains. Currently leading 
the scientific component 
of the NLP Cover Crops 
project, Mark is exploring 
options to increase 
soil carbon stocks and 
nitrogen availability 
whilst having a positive 
impact on soil health and 
agronomic productivity. 
Mark was Chair of the 
2019 international 
Symposium on Soil 
Organic Matter held in 
Adelaide, and recently 
spoke at a national soil 
carbon policy workshop 
hosted by The Office 
of the National Soils 
Advocate at The National 
Press Club in Canberra.

TOM GRANT
GENERAL MANAGER

Pannell Wines

Tom is the General 
Manager of a progressive 
wine business with 
multiple brands. He has 
twenty plus years of 
Management, Sales and 
Marketing experience 
in Australian wine 
business. Not so much 
as a farmer’s elbow but 
always happy to learn 
from those that care 
about where and what 
they grow and how they 
can do more to preserve, 
regenerate and renew.

PROF MARK HOWDEN 
DIRECTOR

ANU Institute for  
Climate, Energy & 
Disaster Solutions

Mark is Director of the 
Climate Change Institute 
at the Australian National 
University. He is also an 
Honorary Professor at 
Melbourne University, 
a Vice Chair of the 
Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change 
(IPCC) and a member of 
the Australian National 
Climate Science Advisory 
Committee. He was 
on the US Federal 
Advisory Committee 
for the 3rd National 
Climate Assessment and 
contributes to several 
major national and 
international science and 
policy advisory bodies.
Mark has worked on 
climate variability, climate 
change, innovation and 
adoption issues for over 
30-years in partnership
with many industry,
community and policy
groups via both research
and science-policy roles.
Issues he has addressed
include agriculture
and food security,
the natural resource
base, ecosystems and
biodiversity, energy, water
and urban systems.
Mark has over 420
publications of different
types.

Richard is Professor 
and Director of the 
Primary Industries 
Climate Challenges 
Centre at University of 
Melbourne, a research 
centre addressing the 
impacts of a changing 
climate on agriculture. 
His research focuses on 
carbon farming, managing 
extreme climate 
events and options for 
agriculture to respond 
to a changing climate. 
Richard is a science 
advisor to the Australian, 
New Zealand, UK and 
EU governments, the 
International Livestock 
Research Institute 
and the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organisation 
on climate change 
adaptation, mitigation  
and policy development  
in agriculture.  
Richard leads a network 
within the Global 
Research Alliance on 
Agricultural Greenhouse 
Gasses and is a member 
of the Greenhouse Gas 
and Animal Agriculture 
International Science 
Committee. Richard has 
published over 150 peer 
reviewed papers,  
7 book chapters, and 140 
conference papers.

PROF RICHARD ECKARD
University of Melbourne 

& Director, Primary 
Industries & Climate 
Challenges Centre

Amanda is a senior 
consultant for the 
Department of Primary 
Industries and Regions 
and has worked with 
agricultural soils since 
1997. She started her 
career classifying and 
assessing soils for 
horticultural development 
(grapevines and 
almonds) and in the last 
decade has focussed on 
the importance of organic 
carbon particularly in 
sandy soils. Amanda has 
been involved in a number 
of carbon projects most 
recently benchmarking 
soil carbon in SA 
agricultural soils under 
a range of management 
practices and soil types. 

DR AMANDA SCHAPEL
SENIOR SOILS 
CONSULTANT

Primary Industries  
& Regions
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