
IMPROVING SNAIL BAIT 

DISTRIBUTION 



THIS FAST TRACK PROJECT AIMS WERE 

- Compare popular spreader types at optimal 

settings for different bait types, comparing 

distribution of baits across direction of travel 

(baits per unit area) and physical effects of 

spreading on baits (breakdown of pellets) 

- Assess the variation in distribution of baits in 

the direction of travel  



WHAT WAS THE PLAN? 

• The project was initially raised by YPASG 

member, Ashley Wakefield and held at his 

property near Urania on Central Yorke 

Peninsula. 

• The intensive one week trial involved sourcing 

of machinery, baits and staff to be available 

over a five day period. 

• Does bait actually spread as expected? 



SPREADER TYPES USED  

 

- Bogballe 

-Vicon 

-Kuhn 

-Amazone 

 

 
BAIT TYPES USED 

-Meta 

-Metarex 

-Slugout 

-Slugga 



WHO WAS 

INVOLVED? 

Russel Nichol from Australian Fertiliser Services 

Association attended all week, weighing and 

analysing samples from each spreader/ bait 

combination and calculating efficiency graphs. 

SARDI entomologists Greg Baker and Helen deGraaf 

inspected the trial and were ultimately responsible 

for interpretation of graphs and  bait samples and 

reporting. 

GRDC Ground Cover journalists interviewed those 

involved for extension media including Ground 

Cover TV article and magazine article and update 

of Bash ‘em, Burn ‘em, Bait ‘em. 

University of Adelaide scientists attended to oversee 

the scientific protocols. 

Six field assistants collected the spread baits in plastic 

cups and returned them to the shed for weighing 

and analysing. 

Property owner, Ashley Wakefield kept machinery 

loaded and calibrated. 

Various machinery dealers of the spreader units being 

assessed called in during the week. 

 



Distribution Notes 

•Bait distribution was generally highly 
variable across the spread width.  

•Coefficient of variation (CoV) standard is 

15%  

•At time of testing, spread widths were 
calculated based on 20% CoV  

•E.g. Bogballe-Meta 15% CoV = SW 15m, 

but at 20% CoV = 27m  

•All data presented is based on spread 
widths calculated for ‘to & fro’ (aka ‘back & 
forth’) spreading.  























This YPASG/ GRDC project was a success thanks to the cooperation of many groups and 

individuals, providing relevant snail control information to growers on Yorke Peninsula and 

beyond. 

Thanks to Greg Baker (SARDI) for his assistance in providing information for this 

powerpoint. 


